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UNCLAS WELLINGTON 1 103 

MANILA FOR DEA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS ON DECRIMINALIZATION OF 
MARIJUANA 

REF: STATE 057902 

1 . NEW ZEALAND LEGISLATION GOVERNING THE USE OF AN 
TRAFFICKING IN ILLICIT NARCOTICS WILL BE REPEALED ON 
JUNE 1, 1977. NEW LEGISLATION. MISUSE OF DRUGS ACT OF 
1975, WILL COME INTO FORCE ON THAT DATE. FOLLOWING 
REMARKS CONFINED TO NEW LEGISLATION. 

2. UNDER NEW LEGISLATION CANNABIS IS DEFINED IN THREE 
DIFFERENT FORMS: 

(A) CANNABIS PLANT MATERIAL (ANY PART OF PLANT EXCEPT 
PART FROM WHICH ALL RESIN HAS BEEN EXTRACTED); 
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(B) CANNABIS RESIN, EXTRACTS AND TINCTURES OF CANNABIS, 

EXCEPT WHEN OCCURRING IN NATURAL PREPARATIONS SUCH 
AS HASHISH; 

(C) TETRAHYDROCANNABINOLS. 

3. INTENTION OF LEGISLATION IS TO SCALE MAXIMUM 
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PENALTIES AVAILABLE FOR OFFENSES INVOLVING CANNABIS 
IN RELATIONSHIP TO THEIR POTENTIAL FOR HARM, I.E. 

POTENCY. THE MAXIMUM PENALTIES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

(A) FOR DEALING IN CANNABIS LEAF MATERIAL, MAXIMUM 
PENALTY IS NOW EIGHT YEARS' IMPRISONMENT WHERE OFFENDER 
IS PROCEEDED AGAINST THE SUPREME COURT OR ONE YEAR’S 
IMPRISONMENT WHERE MATTER IS HEARD IN MAGISTRATE 

COURT (LAW ALSO PROVIDES FOR FINE NOT EXCEEDING $1,000); 

(B) WHERE CHARGE RELATES TO THE DEALING IN CANNABIS 
RESIN, I.E. HASHISH, MAGISTRATE MAY IMPOSE TWO YEARS’ 
IMPRISONMENT AND/OR FINE NOT EXCEEDING $2,000, NAD 
JUDGE IN SUPREME COURT COULD IMPOSE MAXIMUM OF 
TEN YEARS' IMPRISONMENT; 

(C) WHERE OFFENSE INVOLVES TETRAHYDROCANNABINOL (A 
FORM OF CANNABIS NOT SEEN IN NEW ZEALAND TO DATE), 
MAGISTRATE COULD IMPOSE TERM NOT EXCEEDING THREE YEARS' 
IMPRISONMENT OR FINE NOT EXCEEDING $3,000 WHEREAS JUDGE 
COULD IMPOSE MAXIMUM OF 14 YEARS' IMPRISONMENT. 

4. UNDER CURRENT LEGISLATION NO DIFFERENTATION WAS 
MADE BETWEEN DIFFERENT FORMS OF CANNABIS. THEREFORE 
JUDGE COULD IMPOSE UP TO 14 YEARS' IMPRESONMENT AND 
MAGISTRATE THREE YEARS' IMPRISONMENT, IRRESPECTIVE OF 
FORM OF CANNABIS INVOLVED. 
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5. A NEW SECTION HAS BEEN INTRODUCED IN MISUSE OF 
DURGS ACT WHICH REDUCES THE GRATIS GIVT OF CANNABIS 
LEAF MATERIAL TO A PERSON OVER THE AGE OF 18 YEARS TO 

A PURELY SUMMARY OFFINSE, WITH MAXIMUM OF THREE MONTHS' 
IMPRISONMENT AND/OR FINE OF $500. 

6. NE ACT IS DESIGNED TO REFLECT PUBLIC OPINION 
TOWARDS USE, ABUSE, AND TRAFFICKING IN CANNABIS AS 
OPPOSED TO SO-CALLED HARD DRUGS. 

7. THERE WILL BE NO LESSENING OF CONTROLS CONCERNING 
USE OF CANNABIS, BUT AS PARLIAMENT HAS CONSIDERED ITS 
USE AMONG LESS SERIOUS OFFENSES, IT IS EXPECTED TO BE 
DEALT WITH ACCORDINGLY. 

8. COPY OF MISUSE OF DRUGS ACT BEING POUCHED TO DEPT. 

9. NOTE: PENALTIES REFERRED TO IN PARA 3 ARE 
MAXIMUMS. BOTH JUDGES AND MAGISTRATES ARE FREE TO 
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IMPOSE LESSER PENALTIES, SOME OF WHICH MAY BE 
MARKEDLY LESS. BASED ON PAST PERFORMANCE, PENALTIES 
FOR DEALERS CAN BE EXPECTED TO BE HARSH. TRAIL IN 
MAGISTRATES COURT IS WITHOUT JURY. EITHER DEFENSE 
OR PROSECUTION CAN REQUEST SUPREME COURT TRIAL. 

SELDEN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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